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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS:PINS, CH 
SUBJECT: COUP IN CHAD 

1. AFTER TWO DAY INTERRUPTION COMMUNICATIONS JUST RE- 
STORED WITH EMBASSY NDJAMENA. FROM INITIAL EMBASSY RE- 
PORTING AND WIRE SERVICE ACCOUNTS FOLLOWING IS SITUATION 
AS CURRENTLY UNDERSTOOD BY DEPARTMENT. 

2. MAJOR KABOUGUE ABDEL KADER (FORMERLY KNOWN AS GEORGE 
VIDAL). G-3 FOR CHADIAN ARMED FORCES HIGH COMMAND, LED A 
FORCE COMPOSED OF SEVERAL ARMY UNITS IN AN EARLY MORNING 
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ASSAULT APRIL 13 AGAINST THE HEADQUARTERS OF THE CHADIAN 
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SECURITY COMPANY (CTS), RESPONSIBLE FOR PRESIDENTIAL 
SECURITY, AND THEN AGAINST THE PRESIDENTIAL COMPOUND 
ON THE OUTSKIRTS OF NDJAMENA. AFTER CONFUSED AND BLOODY 
FIGHTING THE CTS WAS OVERWHELMED AND THE COMPOUND TAKEN. 

3. BEGIN FYI- ACCORDING TO A CONFIDENTIAL SOURCE, PRESIDENT 
TOMBALBAYE WAS TAKEN ALIVE AND THEN KILLED WHEN HE REFUSED 
TO ENTER A TRUCK. ACCORDING TO THE SAME SOURCE.CHADIAN 
ACTING CHIEF OF STAFF GENERAL MILAREW ODINGAR, (FORMERLY 
KNOWN AS NOEL ODINGAR) WAS SURPRISED WHEN COUP OCCURRED, 
INITIALLY TRIED TO RALLY SUPPORT FOR TOMBALBAYE, AND ONLY 
THREW HIS SUPPORT TO THE INSURGENTS AFTER THE FRENCH 

MILITARY REFUSED TO INTERVENE TO PROTECT TOMBALBAYE. 

END FYI. 

4. GENERAL ODIN GARINITIALLY WAS SPOKESMAN FOR NEW MILI- 
TARY REGIME. OTHER MEMBERS ARE SENIOR MILITARY AND GEN- 
DARMERIE OFFICERS, INCLUDING SEVERAL WHO HAD BEEN ARRESTED 
BY TOMBALBAYE AND WERE RELEASED BY INSURGENTS. RADIO 
BROADCAST APRIL 16 SAID GENERAL FELIX MALLOUM NEW HEAD 

OF GOVERNMENT. MALLOUM, REPUTEDLY CHAD'S MOST COMPETENT 
AND POPULAR OFFICER- WAS SERVING AS CHIEF OF STAFF WHEN 
ARRESTED BY TOMBALBAYE IN 1973. HE WAS AMONG OFFICERS 
LIBERATED IN HOURS IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING TOMBALBAYE'S 
OVERTHROW. EARLIER PUBLIC BROADCAST ODINGAR SAID 
MILITARY OVERTHREW TOMBALBAYE BECAUSE HE HAD HUMILIATED 
ARMED FORCES AND WAS RESPONSIBLE FOR CHAD'S ECONOMIC 
STAGNATION. IN TEN DAYS PRECEDING COUP TOMBALBAYE HAD 
ARRESTED THREE SENIOR OFFICERS AND SPOKEN OF PLANS TO 
REORGANIZE MILITARY FORCES. REGIME STILT. APPARENTLY IN 
PROCESS ORGANIZATION. ODINGAR ANNOUNCED THAT FORMER 
TOMBALBAYE OFFICIALS WILL NOT BE SUBJECT REPRISALS. HOW- 
EVER. SOME OF TOMBALBAYE'S CLOSEST ASSOCIATES HAVE BEEN 
TOLDTO SURRENDER THEMSELVES TO THE MILITARY. 

5. FROM REPORTS RECEIVED TO DATE IT APPEARS NO FOREIGNERS 
WERE INJURED DURING COUP, THAT PEACE HAS BEEN RESTORED IN 
NDJAMENA, AND THAT THERE WAS NO VIOLENCE OUTSIDE THE 
CAPITAL. THE NEW REGIME HAS BROADCAST ITS ASSURANCES 
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REGARDING THE WELFARE OF FOREIGNERS AND THEIR INTERESTS. 

6. THERE IS NO EVIDENCE TO DATE OF ANY FOREIGN INVOLVEMENT 
IN COUP, WHICH APPEARS TO HAVE BEEN RESPONSE TO TOMBAL- 
BAYE'S ARREST OF SENIOR OFFICERS AND THREATS TO REORGANIZE 
MILITARY FORCES. FROM WHAT LITTLE IS KNOWN OF NEW LEADERS' 
POLITICAL VIEWS, THERE IS NO REASON TO EXPECT ANY RADICAL 
CHANGE IN CHAD'S GENERALLY PRO-WESTERN INTERNATIONAL ORIEN- 
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TATION. OUR EMBASSY AT NDJAMENA HAS BEEN INSTRUCTED TO 
MONITOR SITUATION CLOSELY TO DETERMINE EXTENT TO WHICH 
REGIME IS EXERCISING EFFECTIVE CONTROL. WE PROBABLY 
WILL MAKE NO DECLARATION OF RECOGNITION BUT GRANT DE FACTO 
RECOGNITION BY DOING BUSINESS WITH REGIME IF WE ARE 
SATISFIED IT MEETS OUR NORMAL CRITERIA. KISSINGER 
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